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of the supplies without which war could not be suc-
cessfully waged.

As the proceedings went on, the members of the
lay Estates showed more and more aversion to the
League, and one of their number published a pam-
phlet in which he accused the Guises and otherleaders
of the association of seeking only how they might
establish themselves as independent princes in their
respective provinces.

After obtaining all he wished by the treaty of
1576, Alencon had been at little pains to conceal his
dislike of his Protestant allies. He told his intimates
that to know the heretics was to hate them, that
La Noue was the only honest man in the whole set.
It was therefore easy for the friends of the King of
Navarre to establish his superior claim to be recog-
nised as the Protector of the Reformed Churches.

But although he had been publicly re-admitted
into the Calvinist communion (at Thouars or Niort,
in June, 1576), Henry did not without difficulty ob-
tain admission into the walls of La Rochelle. The
citizens could not forget that he had fought in the
ranks of their assailants and that even now there
were among his followers many who had taken an
active part in the massacre of St. Bartholomew's
Day. At length he was allowed to enter the Prot-
estant stronghold accompanied only by his sister
and a few Huguenot attendants, and when with tears
and ready emotion he deplored his enforced apostasy
before the assembled congregation, there seemed to
be no further reason to question the sincerity of his
religious convictions.